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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Companion Animal Industry Rallies Together to Tackle Cat Overpopulation Crisis

2011 is declared ‘The Year of the Cat’— launching a nation-wide campaign to encourage people to treat cats like dogs

YOUR CITY, PROVINCE, 5 JANUARY 2011: Gonversations about the cat crisis in Ganada that started at the
yr‘tterntltz'o;na/ and &iona[ SDummits for Crban %nimu[ @Tﬂteql’EJ kave evolved into an unfrece:fentetfnatz’ona/ camfaz:jn to

tackle the cat overJaoJaufation crisis and raise the social status and value cfcat.f in our com munities.

e the 2009 Summitsfcr Cbban Hnimal csztraz?ejiz-:-gs @W) Dr. Thizabeth O Brien, one ofcn{yfcur Board (Gertzfz'elf Fefine
@ecia[ista in Ganada, was one of the featured erafers. She skowcased a successful Year Of the Cat education campaign
createt[i] the ?ﬁ‘rmz’/tcn—mgur/z'nqton W fnt/w‘uerez[b:}/ the support she received at the Manzft/fe &z’ona/ Dum mits,
rﬁl‘. G;Erz'en ajreez[tc become the {pofe&fer&on for a national Gare for Gats committee. Jhe %ar oftFe Gar campaign is the
committee ’JﬁrJtJaroject, toz'ncz'tl]anta/{y, 2011 is efﬁ'cz’aff:}/ the Vietnamese %ar of the Gaz.

Tke Gare fcr Gats initiative is ﬁeinj orjanizetf under the direction ofa volunteer %fvi&or}/ Gouncif with representatives
ﬁom a/[four sectors of the companion animal z'ntfthr'y‘ @ee lr_e/ow.) (gt is ﬁeinj ﬁnancia[{}/ support lr-'y :ﬁt&ecura gfet
j;zJurance, gjet:és"mrt Gharities Ganada and gsel:fvnac Tjorﬂoration. tommunz’lfy collaborators suck as skelters, animal services,

vet cfinics, and retailers will be z[efiverinj ez[ucatz'onn/messajes and events across Ganada in a unif‘z’ecffaslfz'on to gain the

most impact.

‘jz;n}/ Jaeoffe do not realize it but - when it comes to cat overfofufatz'on and the reJuftz'nj burden on animal skelters,
municz:]aa/z'tz'e& and communities - Ganada is in crisis, " emf/ain& eﬁf O;En'en. ‘The nation's animal skelters are over
overﬂow‘inj with abandoned, Jost antffera/ cats. fvery year tens of thousands of Feﬂft/tj}/ cats and kittens are euthanized
because there are not enoujlf Fome&for affoft/fese cats.”

Gare for Gats kas built z'tJJauﬁfz'c educational campaign based on .so/iz[facts. The 2008 Dusiness of Chban HAnimals Durvey
m} commz'er.rz'onez[b"}/ efetzynx Cor;acratz’cnfor the MJrovifefstatistica/froofofwﬁatfeof/e work‘z'nj in animal
skelters and veterinary Kospitals Kave Known for decades: cats are not generally valued as much as dogs. In afmost every

cat9jor] coverezfé:}/ this Jurve}/, I[OJJ received better care than cats.

Tke study revealed that more than 8.5 million cats are warming the sofas of 36 per cent of Canadian Kousekholds. JTke
Ji&affoz’ntinj news is that /rda[fof them did not receive rejufar veterinary care in the past 12 months and fess than 25 per
cent kave permanent z'r[ent{fz'catz'on, such as tattoos or microc”{]w. ?Forlz}/»one per cent either Kaven 't been vaccinated in the

/actfour]eara or kave never been vaccinated at afJ.

3111[{}/, it also appears that the 21 per cent ofcat owners with unaltered cats don 't appear to understand &rr care) that there is
an afarmz'nj cat overfofu/ﬂticn Jaro[fem in W;rt/td ggmen'ca. Eﬁ}/—f\our per cent effeoffe who owned cats that were not
current{}/ Jfﬂ]eJOr neuterec[reforte([t/fat t/;ey were "un/z'k‘e{}/ " to kave their cats altered in the comz’nj year.

The Year of the Cat campaign will facilitate the delivery of several national events in 2011 including:

hd :7‘2}/ — ke %ct m ontffcr a cat awareness campaign and an at[o];t»a-t/fon
i :5eft. 23 - Oct. 2 — W;tz'ona/ Gat Q@MEEfoquinj on permanent z't[entz']Q'catz'on, /z'cen.rinj an([rejz'ertratz’on
° gﬁecemﬁer — %Jaz’njfor ?ur—ever homes at[oft—a—t/;on

‘The message we need to get to the Jau[fz’c is not on/] about the importance of J(]aa]inj and neutering cats as @ means of
Jao]ou/ation controf, " concludes @Lrﬁpn'en, “we also Kave to try to c/fanje attitudes about the intrinsic value of cats in our
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http://www.petlynx.net/
http://www.tsuas.com/Default.aspx?pageId=137489
http://www.petlynx.com/
http://www.petsmartcharities.org/
http://www.petsecure.com/index.aspx
http://www.petsecure.com/index.aspx
http://www.thingsasian.com/stories-photos/1198
http://www.careforcats.ca/
http://hbspca.com/
http://www.thecatclinic.ca/dr_staff.htm
http://www.tsuas.com/

Jocz’et'}/. c%; a nutskell, we neetf]aeof/e to start treating cats fike lfoj.s./ We invite anyone interested in cats and creating
Fea/tﬁ] communities to visit our website anzfjet involved in the %ar oftFe Cat campaign. "

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Dr. Liz O’Brien, Care for Cats Committee Chair (p) 905.570.4145 (e) drliz@careforcats.ca

ANIMAL WELARE
. GCanadian Federation of Hamane Societics
d Ontario W
. mreet Gat &que g);o(jram, 3a&»€atoon, ?E,
hd ﬁen‘e’& c%fey Car 30&':’9{}/, %fzfax, %
° (Ca/jar'}/ %mane cgt‘nﬂ'et’}/, ta{yar], %E
i (“712;14/ ;F‘ount[atz'on, ta{yar], %E
ANIMAL CONTROL & LEGISLATIVE ENFORCEMENT
. Gtz}/ of ta{yar] %nima/& o@faw Pervices
hd Toronto %nz'mﬂ/ Bervices
ANIMAL HEALTH & WELLNESS
. Ganadian %terinar'y ﬁﬁcaf%sociatz’cn
o Tke Gat Chinic, Hamilton, ON
. :ﬁz’ane Trank :ﬁmmﬁ uu'venfit}/ of ﬂntrea/, ﬂntreaf, n@

o FHagh ChiseSm DV Halifax, NS

o Lic OBrien DV DABVP (Jeline), Hamitton, ON

o Magic Scherk DV DABVP (Feline), Vincouver, BG

o Susan Litehe DV DABVP (fefine), Ottawa, ON

o Diane MK elvey DV DABVP (feline), Kamloops, LG

o Fice Crook, DV Fafantic Viterinary Gollege, Charfottetown, TES

o Fune Marie Carey, DVI Ftlantic Viterinary Gollege, Charlottetown, TES

ANIMAL SERVICES
. Ganadian Gat Hssociation
. Pet C%u[ustry(i«;int %fvi&ory Gouncif @ﬁC) Ganada
. ﬁt&ecure, mgrtern ?z'nancz’a/ c%wurance

d ﬁtzynac Cmya oration

Care for Cats @C) is a fonj—term Jaroject that will increase the value ofow‘ne(/: homeless anc[fera/ cars in Ganadian
communalities. GFG Kas a modeS cf ﬁee of cﬁ‘arje' distribution cf im]aactfbffu[fic education programs and support
materials that can be usefb:y anyone Wcrfi;nj in the co m]oanl'on animal inJthry, inc/ufinj shelters and rescue orjllni.zatz'o;n,
municzl;aa/itz’e.s, pet stores, veterinarians and more. One purpose of the initiative is to encourage communil{y collaboration
across all z'nt[thr] sectors; providing accurate resources; and the collection and evaluation of national metrics to measure

success. lfttﬂ://www. careforcat&. ca

GTG is orjanz’zetf under the direction of a volunteer %[vi&ory Gouncif with representatives ﬁom afffour sectors of the
comfanion animal inJth;:}/. (ﬁee Fe/ow’.) C%i& ﬁez'nj ﬁnancia[{}/ support 5}/ :feto‘ecura ﬁt %Jurance, :ﬁtgmart ‘Gharities

Ganada, Ontario manJ gfetzvn.x Gorporation.
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http://www.petlynx.com/
http://www.ontariospca.ca/
http://www.petsmartcharities.org/
http://www.petsmartcharities.org/
http://www.petsecure.com/index.aspx
http://www.careforcats.ca/
mailto:drliz@careforcats.ca

2011 Year of the Cat (YOC) is @ Ganada-wide initiative intended to :jet rz'c[oft/fe m]tlf; and give the fact&./)yfisfro(jram
w‘z'f/in'nj a national time-fine ofevent.f such as a([oft-nbt/;ona and an z'l[entz'f‘z'catz'on week. mfaci/z'tate the effectz’ve ([efz'very
oft[e&efrOJramJ onfine toolkits will be Jarovz’t[ezfat no cost to communz’t’}/ collaborators across tanafa.

The International Summit for Urban Animal Strategies [ISUAS] attracts FExecutive Thought Leaders Srom Noreh
z;%merz'ctl s tom]aanz'on z;%nz'ma/ ﬁfu&tr}/ to ([eve/of Jtratejz’eJ that will create and sustain /;ea/t/l'}/ com munities forfet& and
Jaeof/e‘ FExecutive fevel discussion, netWorEinj and world-class JJaeaEers facifitate the executive WorEz’nj sessions. Jhe
t;%nnuaf Sumomit %ﬂ’ﬂrtf& are JareJenteJ in conjunctz’on with the alumni Summit eack October and Festow the reCOJnition of
inz[u&tr'}/feers upon individuals and organizations who are ac/fz'evinj success in each summit awar:[catejor}/.

Ftt;a.‘//www‘.t&ua&. com & Fttp.’//anz'ma/.rum mits. bfogspot.com
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http://animalsummits.blogspot.com/
http://www.tsuas.com/

