
Cats n e e d  o ur h e lp ... this is th e  h e lp th e y  n e e d!
FOR IMMEDIAT E  RE L EAS E:

Companion Animal Industry Rallies Together to Tackle Cat Overpopulation Crisis
 2011 i s  d e cla r ed  ‘The  Yea r  o f  the  C at’— laun ching  a  nation-wid e  c a m p aign  to  en c o u ra g e  p e o pl e  to treat c at s  lik e  d og s

YOUR  CITY,  PROVINC E, 5  JANUARY  2011:  Con v ersati o n s  a b o ut  th e  c at  crisis  in  Cana da  that  start e d  at  th e  
Internati o n al  a n d  Regi o n al  Su m m its  f or  Urban  Ani m al  Strat e gi e s  h a v e  e v o l v e d  int o  a n  unpr e c e d e nt e d  n ati o n al  c a m p ai g n  t o  
ta c kl e  th e  c at o v e rp o pulati o n  crisis a n d  rais e  th e  s o c i al status a n d  v alu e  o f  c ats  in o ur  c o m m u niti es.

At th e  2 0 0 9  Su m m its  f or  Urban Ani m al  Strat e gi e s  (ISUAS), Dr. Eliza b et h  O’Bri en , o n e  o f  o n l y  f o ur Board Certifi e d  Felin e  
Spe cialists  in  Cana da,  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  f e atur e d  sp e a k ers.  She  s h o w c a s e d  a  su c c e s sful  Yea r  o f  the  C at  e du c ati o n  c a m p ai g n  
c r e at e d  b y  th e  Ha milt o n-Burlin gt o n  SPCA. Enthus e d  b y  th e  supp ort s h e  r e c ei v e d  at th e  ISUAS a n d  th e  Regi o n al  Su m m its,  
Dr. O’Brien  a gr e e d  t o  b e c o m e  th e  sp o k e s p ers o n  f or  a  n ati o n al  Care  f or  Cats c o m m itt e e.  T h e  Year o f  th e  Cat c a m p ai g n  is th e  
c o m m itt e e ’s  first pr oj e ct. Coin ci d e ntally, 2 0 1 1  is  o ffi ci ally th e  Vietna m e s e  Year o f  th e  Cat. 

T h e  Car e  f or  Cats  initiati v e  is  b e i n g  o r g a niz e d  un d er  th e  dir e cti o n  o f  a  v o lunt e er  Advis ory  Coun cil  w it h  r epr es e ntati v e s  
fr o m  all  f our  s e ct ors  o f  th e  c o m p a ni o n  a ni m a l  in dustry.  (See  b e l o w .)   It is  b e i n g  finan cially  supp ort  b y  Pets e c ur e  Pet 
Insuran c e , PetSm art Chariti es  Cana da  a n d  PetLynx Corp or ati o n . Co m m u nity c o lla b o r at ors  su c h  as  s h elt ers, a ni m a l  s er vi c e s,  
v et  c lini cs,  a n d  r etail ers  w i ll  b e  d eli v erin g  e d u c ati o n al  m e s s a g e s  a n d  e v e nts  a cr o s s  Cana da  in  a  unifi e d  fas hi o n  t o  g a i n  th e  
m o st  i m p a ct.

“Many  p e o pl e  d o  n ot  r ealiz e  it  b ut  –  w h e n  it  c o m e s  t o  c at  o v e rp o pulati o n  a n d  th e  r esultin g  b ur d e n  o n  a ni m al  s h elt ers, 
m u ni cipaliti es  a n d  c o m m u niti es  –  Cana da  is  in  c risis, ”  e x pl ains  Dr.  O’Bri en.  “ T h e  n ati o n’s  a ni m a l  s h elt ers  ar e  o v e r  
o v erfl o w i n g  w it h  a b a n d o n e d,  l o st  a n d  f eral  c ats.  Every  y e ar  tens  o f  th o us a n ds  o f  h e althy  c ats  a n d  kitt ens  ar e  e uth a niz e d  
b e c a us e  th er e  ar e  n ot  e n o u g h  h o m e s  f or all o f  th e s e  c ats.”

Car e  f or  Cats  h a s  b uilt its  pu bli c  e d u c ati o n al  c a m p ai g n  b a s e d  o n  s o li d  fa cts.  T h e  2 0 0 8  Busin es s  o f  Urban  Ani m als  Surv e y  
(BUAS), c o m m i s si o n e d  b y  PetLynx Corp or ati o n  f or th e  ISUAS, pr o vi d e d  statisti c al pr o o f  o f  w h at p e o pl e  w o r ki n g  in a ni m a l  
s h elt ers  a n d  v et erinary  h o s pitals  h a v e  k n o w n  f or  d e c a d e s:  c at s  a r e  not  g en e rally  valu ed  a s  mu ch  a s  d og s .  In al m o st  e v ery  
c at e g o r y  c o v er e d  b y  this sur v ey, d o g s  r e c ei v e d  b ett er c ar e  than  c ats.

T h e  study  r e v e al e d  that  m o r e  than  8 . 5  m i lli o n  c ats  ar e  w a r m i n g  th e  s of as  o f  3 6  p er  c e nt  o f  Cana dian  h o us e h o l ds.  T h e  
disapp o i ntin g  n e w s  is  that  h alf  o f  th e m  di d  n ot  r e c ei v e  r e gular  v et erinary  c ar e  in  th e  past  1 2  m o nt hs  a n d  l ess  tha n  2 5  p er  
c e nt  h a v e  p er m a n e nt  id e ntifi c ati o n,  su c h  a s  tatt o o s  o r  m i c r o c hips.  Forty-o n e  p er  c e nt  e ith er  h a v e n ’t  b e e n  v a c c i n at e d  in  th e  
last f our y e ars  o r  h a v e  n e v er  b e e n  v a c c i n at e d  at all.

Sadly, it als o  app e ars  that th e  2 1  p er  c e nt o f  c at o w n er s  w it h  un alt er e d  c ats  d o n ’t app e ar  t o  un d erstan d  (or c ar e) that th er e  is  
a n  alar m i n g  c at  o v erp o pulati o n  pr o b l e m  in  North  Am eri c a.  Fifty-f our  p er  c e nt  o f  p e o pl e  w h o  o w n e d  c ats  that  w e r e  n ot  
c urr e ntly spay e d  o r  n eut er e d  r ep ort e d  that th e y  w e r e  “ u nli k ely ”  t o  h a v e  th eir c ats alt er e d  in th e  c o m i n g  y e ar.

The Year of the Cat campaign will facilitate the delivery of several national events in 2011 including:

• May —  T h e  PURRfect m o nt h  f or  a  c at a w ar e n e s s  c a m p ai g n  a n d  a n  a d o pt-a-th o n
• Sept. 2 3  –  Oct. 2  —  Nati o n al  Cat ID Week  f o c usin g  o n  p er m a n e nt id e ntifi c ati o n, li c e n sin g  a n d  r e gi strati o n
• Dec e m b er  —  Hopin g  f or Fur-e v er  h o m e s  a d o pt-a-th o n

“ T h e  m e s s a g e  w e  n e e d  t o  g et  t o  th e  pu bli c  is  n ot  o n l y  a b o ut  th e  i m p o rtan c e  o f  spayin g  a n d  n eut erin g  c ats  as  a  m e a n s  o f  
p o pulati o n  c o ntr ol, ”  c o n c lud e s  O’Brien,  “ w e  als o  h a v e  t o  try  t o  c h a n g e  attitud es  a b o ut  th e  intrinsi c  v alu e  o f  c ats  in  o ur  
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s o c i ety.  In a  nuts h ell,  w e  n e e d  p e o pl e  t o  start  tr eatin g  c ats  lik e  d o g s!   We in vit e  a n y o n e  int er est e d  in  c ats  a n d  cr e atin g  
h e althy c o m m u niti es  t o  v i sit o ur w e b s it e  a n d  g et  in v o l v e d  in th e  Year o f  th e  Cat c a m p ai g n. ”

___________________________________________________

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Dr. Liz O’Brien, Care for Cats Committee Chair (p) 905.570.4145 (e) drliz@careforcats.ca

CAR E FOR CATS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS

ANIMAL W E LAR E
• Cana dian  Fed erati o n  o f  Hu m a n e  Soci eti es
• Ontari o  SPCA
• SCAT Stre et Cat Rescu e  Pro gra m ,  Saskat o o n,  SK
• Pierr e's Alley  Cat Soci ety, Halifax, NS
• Calgary Hu m a n e  Soci ety, Calgary, AB
• Meo w  Foun dati o n, Calgary, AB

ANIMAL CONTROL & L E GIS LATIV E  EN FORC EM ENT
• City o f  Cal gary Ani m al  &  Byla w  Servi c e s
• T or o nt o  Ani m al  Servi c e s

ANIMAL HEALTH & W E L LN ESS
• Cana dian  Veterinary Medic al Ass o ci ati o n
• T h e  Cat Clini c, Ha milt o n, ON
• Dian e  Fran k  DVM, DABVB, Univ ersity o f  Montreal, Montr eal, QC

• Hugh Chis ol m  DVM, Halifax, NS 

• Liz O’Brien  DVM, DABVP (felin e), Ha milt o n, ON

• Margi e  Sch er k  DVM, DABVP (felin e), Vanc ou v er, BC

• Susan Littl e  DVM, DABVP (felin e), Otta w a, ON

• Dian e  McKelv e y  DVM, DABVP (felin e), Kaml o o p s, BC

• Alic e  Cro o k,  DVM, Atlanti c  Veterinary Coll e g e,  Charl ott et o w n ,  PEI

• Ann e  Marie  Carey, DVM, Atlanti c  Veterinary Coll e g e,  Charl ott et o w n ,  PEI

ANIMAL S E RVIC ES
• Cana dian  Cat Ass o c i ati o n
• Pet Industry Joint Advis ory Coun cil (PIJAC) Cana da
• Pets e c ur e,  West ern Finan cial Insuran c e
• PetLynx Corp or ati o n

ABOUT CAR E FOR CATS AND Y EAR OF THE CAT

Care for Cats (CFC) is  a  l o n g-ter m  pr oj e ct  that  w i ll  in cr e a s e  th e  v alu e  o f  o w n e d,  h o m e l e s s  a n d  f eral  c ars  in  Cana dian  
c o m m u n aliti es.  CFC h a s  a  m o d e l  o f  ‘fr e e  o f  c h ar g e’  distri buti o n  o f  i m p a ctful  pu bli c  e d u c ati o n  pr o gr a m s  a n d  supp ort 
m a t erials  that c a n  b e  us e d  b y  a n y o n e  w o r kin g  in  th e  c o m p a ni o n  a ni m a l  in dustry, in cludin g  s h elt ers  a n d  r es c u e  o r g a nizati o n,  
m u ni cipaliti es,  p et  st or es,  v et erinarians  a n d  m o r e.  On e  purp o s e  o f  th e  initiati v e  is  t o  e n c o ura g e  c o m m u nity  c o lla b o r ati o n  
a cr o s s  all  in dustry  s e ct ors;  pr o v i din g  a c c urat e  r es o ur c e s;  a n d  th e  c o ll e cti o n  a n d  e v a luati o n  o f  n ati o n al  m e tri cs  t o  m e a s ur e  
su c c e s s.  http://w w w . c ar ef or c ats.c a

CFC is  o r g a niz e d  un d er  th e  dir e cti o n  o f  a  v o lunt e er  Advis ory  Coun cil  w it h  r epr es e ntati v e s  fr o m  all  f our  s e ct ors  o f  th e  
c o m p a ni o n  a ni m al  in dustry.  (See  b e l o w .)   It is  b e i n g  finan ci ally  supp ort  b y  Pets e c ur e  Pet Insuran c e ,  PetSm art  Chariti es  
Cana da , Ontari o  SPCA a n d  PetLynx Corp orati o n .

2

http://www.petlynx.com/
http://www.ontariospca.ca/
http://www.petsmartcharities.org/
http://www.petsmartcharities.org/
http://www.petsecure.com/index.aspx
http://www.careforcats.ca/
mailto:drliz@careforcats.ca


2011 Year of the Cat (YOC) is  a  Cana da-w i d e  initiati v e  int en d e d  t o  ‘ g et  rid  o f  th e  m y t hs  a n d  g i v e  th e  fa cts!’ T his  pr o gr a m  
w i ll  b rin g  a  n ati o n al  ti m e -lin e  o f  e v e nts  su c h  a s  a d o pt-a-th o n s  a n d  a n  id e ntifi c ati o n  w e e k .  T o  fa cilitat e  th e  eff e cti v e  d eli v ery  
o f  th es e  pr o gr a m s  o n lin e  t o o l kits w i ll  b e  pr o v i d e d  at n o  c o st t o  c o m m u nity c o lla b o r at ors  a cr o s s  Cana da.

ABOUT THE INT ERNATIONAL SUMMITS FOR URBAN ANIMAL STRAT E GI ES

The  International  Summit  for  Urban  Animal  Strategies  [ISUAS] attra cts  Exe cuti v e  T h o u g ht  Lea d ers  fr o m  North 
Am eri c a’s  Co m p a ni o n  Ani m al  Industry  t o  d e v e l o p  strat e gi e s  that  w i ll  cr e at e  a n d  sustain  h e althy  c o m m u niti es  f or  p ets  a n d  
p e o pl e.  Exe cuti v e  l e v e l  dis c ussi o n,  n et w o r ki n g  a n d  w o rl d-c l a ss  sp e a k ers  fa cilitat e  th e  e x e c uti v e  w o r ki n g  s e s si o n s.  T h e  
Annual  Su m m it  Awards  ar e  pr es e nt e d  in  c o njun cti o n  w it h  th e  alu m ni  Su m m it  e a c h  Oct o b er  a n d  b e st o w  th e  r e c o g niti o n  o f  
in dustry p e ers  up o n  in di vi duals a n d  o r g a nizati o n s  w h o  ar e  a c hi e v i n g  su c c e s s  in e a c h  su m m it a w ar d  c at e g o ry.
http://w w w .tsuas. c o m  &  http://ani m al su m m its. bl o g s p ot.c o m

THANK YOU TO OUR PROGRAM SPONSORS:
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