The following guidelines were voted as policy by the membership at the annual general meeting in November 1992

Guidelines for Animal Health Technicians

1. Definitions

(a) Animal Health Technician (AHT) means a person who is knowledgeable in the care and handling of animals,
in the basic principles of normal and abnormal life functions and in laboratory and clinical procedures, and who
shall not diagnose, prescribe or initiate treatment and shall not perform surgery unless under the direction of a
veterinarian and is a member of the Eastern Animal Health Technician Association of Canada and holds a certificate
or diploma from a school approved by council.

(b) Indirect Supervision means that the veterinarian is not necessary on the premises, in a veterinary facility or a
range setting, but has either oral or written instructions for the treatment of the animal patient, and that the patient
has been examined by a veterinarian at such times as good veterinary practice requires consistent with the particular
delegated procedure or treatment and the animal is not anaesthetized.

(c) Direct Supervision means the veterinarian is on the premises in a veterinary facility or a range setting and is
available and that the animal has been examined at such times as good veterinary practice requires consistent with
the particular delegated procedure or treatment.

(d) Direct Personal Supervision means the veterinarian has direct audio and visual contact with employee
performing the designated procedures or treatment.

2. Employment of technician and collecting fees for services in accordance with Sections 4 of the Act.
3. Unbecoming professional conduct by technician in accordance with Section 15 of the Act.
4. Appropriate actions of an AHT

(1) The following actions are subject to the AHT being employed by a licensed veterinarian and performing the
following duties under indirect, direct and direct personal supervision in a veterinary facility or range setting.

(2) Technical Skills

(a) using EKG machine if required

(b) collecting blood samples of both large and small animals

(c) usage and application of both urinary and intravenous catheters

(d) proficiency in all common administration routes: subQ, IM, ID, rectal, oral, topical, IV, intraperitoneal and
intercardial.

(3) Laboratory Work
(a) Collecting, storing and preparing samples for appropriate tests.
(b) Performing most common hematological, urinary parasitological evaluations.

(4) Handling and restraint of animals
(a) applying appropriate manual restraint methods as indicated by type of animal and situation.
(b) If directed by veterinarian be able to use chemical restraints under direct supervision.

(5) Animal Nursing and treatment

(a) interpreting, dispensing of prescription instructions
(b) preparing medications

(c) applying splints

(d) administering and monitoring fluid therapy

(e) performing pre- and post-operative procedures

(f) nursing of clinical cases and hospitalized animals.

(6) Preventative Medical Techniques
(a) performing foot care



(b) anal gland expression

(c) cleaning and grooming of animals if required

(d) performing dental care procedures under direct supervision
(e) administering authorized anthelmintics.

(7) Radiography

(a) preparing animal for radiographs

(b) performing most common forms of contrast radiography
(c) taking and developing radiographs

(8) Anaesthesia

(a) if required, preparing and administering the following types of anesthetics under direct personal supervision:
intravenous barbiturates, gas anaesthetics, sedations of pre-medications, tranquilizers and local anesthetics.

(b) calculation of dosage according to drug direction

(c) intubating animals

(d) setting up and operating gas anesthetic machines

(e) recognizing normal and abnormal reaction to anesthetics

() Assessing planes of anesthesia

(g) performing procedures as directed.

(9) Surgical techniques

(a) preparing the animal for surgery

(b) acting as circulating assistant

(c) acting as surgical assistant if required

(d) performing minor surgery upon discretion of the veterinarian under direct personal supervision. Note CVMA
council position on surgical procedures March, 1990: “That all surgical procedures done on animals should be
performed by or under direct supervision of a veterinarian.”

(10) Emergency procedures

(a) Assessing vital signs

(b) Establishing a patent airway

(c) Administering oxygen therapy

(d) Administering of emergency drugs if directed.
(e) Administering first aid treatment



